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      From your Administrative Team! 
 

 It seems like just yesterday that we were talking about February!  We are now 
more than halfway through the school year and this month will fly by as well 
with the many things that are going on, and a well deserved March break 
thrown in for good measure.  We continue to encourage students to focus on 
the goals they have set for themselves and to reinforce positive character as 
there is still much time ahead.  Persevere—It’s our character trait for March! 
 
Our planning for the 2013-2014 school year is already underway and with each 
new school year, comes many new and exciting opportunities.  Please keep in 
mind that due to a  number  of  factors  such  as:  changes in our community 
including new housing and condominium development;  families  coming  and 
going;  students attending special programs;  and new registrants, especially in 
Kindergarten;  we are unable to predict exactly how many children will be with 
us in September and in what grade.  If you know of school aged children (born 
2009 or earlier) whose families have or will be moving into our neighbourhood 
in the near future, please encourage them to come to the school and register.  
The more information that we have  the  better.   Rest assured, the needs of our 
students are always our first priority as we develop our school organization.  
We will keep you posted as this process unfolds. 
 
At the end of May, our Grade 3 & 6 students will participate in the Education 
Quality Assessment Office (EQAO) testing.  EQAO is a province-wide assessment 
of reading, writing and mathematics in relation to Ontario Curriculum expecta-
tions.  It is designed to reflect the kind of teaching and assessment that  occurs 
daily in our classes.  This year the testing will occur from May 27th to June 5th.   
We ask parents to avoid scheduling appointments during this time so students 
can fully participate in the EQAO assessment. 
 
Finally, we want remind everyone that the school will be closed during the 
March Break (March 11 - 15).  While many families will be going away, many 
will also stay in the city.  Whatever you choose, this is a wonderful opportunity 
for families to spend time together.   
 
We wish all of you a relaxing and safe holiday together and we look forward to 
seeing everyone back on Monday, March 18th! 
 
Kim Maybury    Deanna Durfy 
Principal    Vice-Principal 

 

 
March Break 

Holiday 
 
 

March 11th   
to 

 March 15th  
 

 

(No School) 
 

MARCH 
2013 
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Perseverance 
You fail only if you quit trying. 

 

Help Your child to Persevere  by Michele Borba, Ed. D.    
Many historians feel that one of Winston Churchill’s greatest 
speeches was given at a graduation  ceremony  at  Oxford  
University.  He had worked on the speech for hours.  When 
the moment finally came, Churchill stood up to the cheering 
crowd, and in a strong, clear voice shouted just three words, 
“Never give up!”  He paused a few seconds and shouted the 
words again, “Never give up!”.  He then reached for his hat 
and slowly walked off the podium, satisfied that he had told 
the graduates the message they needed to succeed.  We must 
be sure we pass on Churchill’s message to our own children.  
Only when children realize that success comes from hard 
work and diligence will they be the best they can be. 
 

The following techniques, from Michele Borba’s book, Parents 
Do Make a Difference:  How to Raise Kids With Solid Charac-
ter, Strong Minds and Caring hearts, are designed to help your 
child  understand how critical perseverance is to achieving 
success in life. 
 

1. Define  “perseverance”—Take time to explain that perse-
verance means “not giving up” until you complete the 
task you started.”  When your child sticks to a task, point 
it out:  “There’s perseverance for you. You kept trying 
even though it was hard.” 

2. Teach “don’t give up” words—Help your child develop the 
language of persevering and to use the terms in life.  Ask, 
“What are the things people who ‘don’t give up’ say?”  
Write a list of phrases, such as:  I can do it! - I’ll try again - 
I don’t give up! - I don’t quit! - I’ll give the best I have. 

3. Model Effort—Show your child how you don’t give up on 
a task even when it gets difficult.  Before starting a new 
task, make sure your child overhears you say, “I’m will 
persevere until I succeed. 

4. Start a family motto: “Never Give Up!” “Don’t quit until 
you succeed.” “Try, try, and try again.”  “In this family, we 
finish what we start,” and “Quitters never win.”  Write 
them on index cards, post them around the house, and 
have children post them in  their bedrooms.  Develop your 
own family motto as a reminder that your family is com-
mitted to persevering. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Parents & School 

Visitors 
 

Please remember, EVERYONE 
must sign in at the office and 

wear a visitor’s pass.   Parents may not go to 
the classroom to speak to a teacher.  This 
includes drop off and pick up times.   If there 
is information to share with the teacher, 
please send a note or drop by the office. 
 

At dismissal times, students are expected to 
meet their families outside.  Please pick an 
outdoor meeting spot.  
 

Following these procedures fosters inde-
pendence and ensures increased safety for 
all.   We appreciate your support in keeping 
our students safe! 

 

Lunch  

Arrangements 
 

It is recommended that all students remain 
on school property during lunch as it is the 
safest place to be.   There is considerable 
traffic on Major Mackenzie Drive, that also 
flows onto the side streets in our community, 
so when students are walking to the plaza or 
to a friend’s house they must contend with 
their personal safety around the traffic.  It is 
not recommended that students/groups of 
students be “home alone” unsupervised.  At 
school, adult supervision is provided.  Parents 
needs to consider a number of safety factors 
when deciding to give permission for children 
to leave school at lunch. 
 

We would  like to  remind  everyone, that 
students who have permission to leave must:  
sign out in the office.  Student will provide a 
note from home or a permission form signed 
from the beginning of the year must be on 
file, in order to leave school property.  
 

Students who wish to leave during lunch 
must make plans in advance, as last minute 
phone calls asking parents for permission, 
cannot be made in the office. 
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Attendance / Safe Arrival 
 

905-884-2693 
 

After morning announcements and 
afternoon entry, we check attendance and class lists 
are sent to the office identifying students who are 
absent.   
 

When a child is absent or late, parents are asked to 
send a note in advance to the homeroom teacher or 
call the school office.  The answering machine is on at 
all hours, so parents can leave a message whenever it 
is convenient.   
 

When a student is not in school and is not accounted 
for we will : 
 

 Call home to see if the child is there, then 
 Call the parent/guardian at work/mobile, then 
 Call the emergency contact numbers on file, and 

finally (if we are unable to speak to anyone to 
confirm the child’s safety),  

 Call the York Regional Police.   
 

This call is a safety check; in accordance with the 
YRDSB Safe Arrival Policy #665. 

 

School Council 
 

Fund Raising 
The results have all been tabulated, 
the balances calculated and the bills 
paid.  We are extremely pleased to 
report that our chocolate fundraising 
campaign was a huge success!  Thanks to the dedi-
cation of our School Council parent volunteers, our 
staff, our students and with the tremendous support 
of our school community we were able to raise 
$8,248.07.  A special thank you goes out to our 
School Council volunteers who came into the school 
daily to distribute chocolates, collect and count the 
money, as well as follow up with students and their 
families.   
 

The funds raised will be used to enhance program-
ming for students.  We have already purchased 
more technology for the classrooms (e.g. SMART 
boards, net book computers, digital cameras).  
  

Your support of this fundraiser is much appreciated! 

THANK YOU! 
 

 

Community Spring Fling Dance 
Our School Council members are 
already hard at work planning our 
Annual Community Spring Fling 
Dance.  This event  will  be  held 
during the month of May and the 
proceeds will be used to subsidize 
our Grade 8 Graduation.  To simplify the process of 
creating the baskets, we will be asking for financial 
donations.   Our council  will  then   shop  for the 
basket items and will assist in their preparation.  
More information will be shared with you as the 
time approaches.  This event has historically been an 
exciting and festive occasion for our entire school 
community and we are very much looking forward 
to it!  Stay tuned! 
 

Meetings 
Our next school council meeting will be held on 
Monday, March 4th at 7 p.m. in the “Hive”.   
Subsequent meetings are tentatively scheduled for:  
April 7th, May 13th, and June TBA.   
 

All community members are welcome!  

 
Snow Policy 

 

Students are encouraged to build 
snow structures, people, statues, 
animals and to enjoy the winter 
weather in a manner that keeps  

everyone  safe.   Students are not permitted to throw 
or kick snow at each other.  The snow is to remain on 
or very close to the ground. 
  

Class discussions and P.A. announcements are used 
frequently, to ensure all students understand this 
expectation and the consequences in the event of 
failure to comply.   
 

We ask for your support in reviewing this with your 
child, keeping in mind the safety of children on the 
playground is the reason for this policy. 
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Junior Kindergarten 

Registration 
 

JK registration is well underway.   
Registration forms are available at:  
www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca.  

 

Children who:  turn four years old in 2012;  live within 
the school boundary; and whose parents are Public 
School Tax Supporters;  are eligible to register.  All 
documentation must be submitted and completed 
before your child can be enrolled. 
 

Documents required for registration include: 
• Proof of child’s age (birth certificate/passport) 
• Proof of residency (child and parent/guardian) 
• Citizenship and immigration status (if applicable) 
• Direction of school support form (school office) 
 

Children born in 2009 are eligible for JK and children 
born in 2008 are eligible for SK. Information about 
Parent and Student Orientation will follow.   Current 
JK students do not need to register, as they are al-
ready enrolled. 

 

Planning Ahead 
 

Help us plan ahead by informing us of your plans 
for next year.  If you know you will be moving and 
your children will be changing school, please let 
us know as soon as possible.  This will help us 
plans or organize  classes for next year.   
 

If your plans change, no 
worries, your child always 
has a spot at their home 
school. 

 

Extreme Weather and  

Dressing for  

Outdoor Recess 
 

We would like to remind everyone of the impor-
tance of ensuring children are dressed warmly for 
outdoor play.  Students are expected to wear 
snow pants, a warm winter coat, boots, hats and 
mittens. 
 

Parents sometimes request their children remain   
indoors during recess because they are not feeling 
well. Students with illnesses serious enough to 
prevent them from participating in physical edu-
cation, recesses or outdoor activities, should re-
main at home until their condition improves.  
 

We regularly check the Environment Canada 
Weather Information Service during the day and 
keep a close eye on weather conditions, including 
temperature, wind chill, sun/cloud conditions and 
wind velocity.  In extreme weather, recess breaks 
may be shortened or students kept indoors.  
When temperatures and/or wind chill reach mi-
nus 20 degrees Celcius, we consider an indoor 
recess.  When temperatures  and/or  wind  chill  
reach minus 18-19 degrees Celcius, we consider a 
shortened outdoor recess.   When children are 
outside at recess, staff and usually school adminis-
trators are with them and we continue to monitor 
first hand, the on site weather conditions. 
 

Children need to be dressed to enjoy invigorating 
outdoor winter play. Students should bring extra 
pants and socks, as a change is often necessary 
due to the wet and snowy weather. It is recom-
mended that all articles of clothing be labeled. 

 

Grades 7 & 8   
 

Summer School 
Students in Grade 7 and 8.  If you would like your child 
to attend, please contact the school office for informa-
tion.  Applications for summer school must be returned 
by Wednesday, March 6th.   
 

Grade 8 Orientation Visits to high schools   
Students will visit high schools on May 1st 
 
Grade 8 Graduation 
Plans are underway for our Grade 8 graduation that is 
scheduled for Tuesday, June 25th.  More details will fol-
low after the March Break. 

 

 



Parental Involvement  
Makes a Difference! 

 

Research shows that when parents take time to talk 
with their children about classroom learning—
whether they're discussing books and ideas, prepar-
ing for tests and projects, or puzzling over home-
work—student achievement rises.  For their report, 
“A New Wave of Evidence: The Impact of School, 
Family, and Community Connections on Student 
Achievement,” researchers Karen Mapp and Anne 
Henderson analyzed studies of high-achieving stu-
dents from all backgrounds and "found that their par-
ents:  encourage them, talk with them about school, 
help them plan for higher education, and keep them 
focused on learning and homework."  
Rick Allen in ASCD’s Education Update /Vol. 47/Number 3: “New 
Paradigms for Parental Involvement – Stronger Family Role in 
Schools Seen as Key to Achievement.” 

 Drop Off and Pick Up Times 
 

Supervision of students is provided on 
the school yard starting at 8:15 a.m. 
and ends at 3:00 p.m.  
 

Students may not be dropped off prior to 8:15 a.m. 
and must be picked up at 3:00 p.m.  Please ensure 
your punctuality, as there is no  supervision  for  
students outside these times and young children 
cannot be left unattended. 
 

Your cooperation in ensuring the safety and well 

Before and After  
School Daycare  

Program 
The before and after school program at WSPS is run 
by the YMCA.  This program is available for students 
in Kindergarten, up to the age of 12.  The hours of 
operation are from 7:00-8:30 a.m. and from 3:00-
6:00 p.m.  For information, call 416-843-1004. 

 

Breakfast Club 
 

We are very pleased to let you know 
that two of our dedicated volunteers, 
Norman McMullen and Kevin Dark 
have been recognized for their years 
of dedication and service. In February, Norman and 
Kevin were honoured with the Queen’s Platinum 
Silver Jubilee Award - recognizing 40 years of volun-
teer service.  Congratulations Norman and Kevin!  
Your  caring  and  commitment  to  our  school  
community is greatly appreciated! 
 

As part of a team of volunteers, Norman and Kevin 
prepare and serve a nourishing breakfast daily for 
those children who are unable to have breakfast 
before leaving for school.  There is no charge, as 
the program is supported by individual donations 
as well as a grant from the provincial government.  
Please consider a financial or food donation, or a 
donation of your time.   

 

For further information please con-
tact Enid Mann, Breakfast Club Co-
ordinator at 905-884-8868 or speak 
to our school secretary, Mrs. Reid. 
 

Extra Clothing 
 

   
 

With the changing winter weather, the yard is often 
snowy or wet.  As children can rarely resist a bank of 
snow or a puddle of water, they sometimes come in 
from recess wet.  It would be helpful for children to 
have a change of clothing on hand at school.  We ask 
that children have outdoor boots and indoor shoes at 
school.  As well, please send a change of clothing for 
your children in the primary grades.   

 

 
Lost and Found 

There are a number of 
items in the lost and found 
bins.  Surprisingly, we have 

several winter coats, a wonderful collection of snow 
pants, shoes, sweaters, mittens and a number other per-
sonal items.   Please have a look and  remind your child 
to have a look, as we would like to see these items re-
turned to their owners.  There are three bins located 
throughout the school  (Primary hallway, Outside the 
office, Junior/Intermediate hallway).  
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School Bus Cancellation 
 

Busses may be cancelled due to poor weather, temperature and/or road conditions.  Cancellations are made 
by 6:00 a.m. and information is available by: radio, television, www.schoolbuscity.com , 1-877-330-3001 and 
at YCDSB & YRDSB TWITTER. Ensure a back up plan is in place for your children, so they will know what to do 
if busses are cancelled, including alternate care, and transportation. 
 Cancellations are region-wide—even if the severe weather is not affecting all municipalities.  
 ALL buses, vans and taxis do not operate. 
 Busses are cancelled for the entire day. 
 Buses cancelled in the morning, do not operate in the afternoon.  
 Unless otherwise stated, schools are open and parents can bring their children.   
 Students transported to school by parents must be picked up on time at the end of the day 3:00 p.m. 
 Bus charters do not operate when buses are cancelled (e.g. busses for fieldtrips). 
 

 

 Important Dates 
 

March 11 - 15 Mid-Winter Break 
March 29 Good Friday 
April 1 Easter Monday 
April 4 SK Graduation Photos 
May TBA Spring Fling 
May 1 High school Orientation Visits 
May 20 Victoria day  
May 27 to June 5 EQAO testing Grade 3 & 6 
June 7 PA day  
June 24 Term 2 Report Cards go Home 
June 25 Grade 8 Graduation 
June 28 PA day  

 

 

Tips for Reading 
 

 Read with your child at least once every day, even 
when they are older. 

 

 Make sure they have plenty to read (books, maga-
zines, newspaper). 

 

 Notice what interests your child, and help find books 
about those things 

 

 Respect your child’s choices.  There’s nothing wrong 
with series fiction if it keeps a young reader turning 
the pages. 

 

 Help your child build a personal library.  Designate a 
bookcase shelf they can keep their books. 

 

 Check up on your children’s progress.  Listen to them 
read aloud, read what they write and ask teachers 
how they’re doing. 

 

 Go places and do things with your children to build 
their background knowledge and vocabulary, and to 
give them a basis for understanding what they read. 

 

 Tell stories.  It’s a fun way to teach values, pass on 
family history and build your children’s listening and 
thinking skills. 

 

 Be a reading role model.  Let your children see you 
read, share interesting things with them that you 
have read about in books, newspapers or magazines. 

 

 Encourage writing along with reading.  Have your 
child write your shopping list, take messages, and 
write thank you notes to family members for gifts. 

Sunday, March 10th 

“Spring Ahead!” 

Daylight Savings Time  
 

Daylight Saving Time is a way of 
making better use of the evening daylight hours 
during the longer days of summer, by setting the 
clocks forward one hour in the spring, and back 
again in the fall.  In the spring, the clock moves 
ahead (= losing one hour) when DST starts, and 
fall back one hour (= gaining one hour) when DST 
ends in the fall.   To remember which way the 
clock goes, keep in mind the sayings:  “spring 
ahead” - ” fall back”.   
 

Remember to set your clocks ahead one hour on  
Sunday, March 10th! 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com/


 

 

News from the Walter Scott 

Parenting and Family Literacy Centre 
 

 

Have you ever wanted to try working with clay? Or painting with watercolours?  Or creating a 

paper collage?   

 

If you answered “Yes” to any of these above questions, we would like to invite you to come to the 

Walter Scott Parenting and Family Literacy Centre with your children aged 0 – 6 years to participate 

in our new project called Art @ the Centre.   On three different days between January and 

June, a professional artist will be coming into the Walter Scott PFLC to show families how to create 

with clay, watercolours and paper collage. 
 

For more information, please come to Room 13 and speak to Parent Worker, Vida Ansari, about 

the next Art @ the Centre experience!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Worker: Vida Ansari                       Open:  Every school day between 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

No cost or registration required                  Snacks are provided for the children 
 

 Positive Parenting TIP 
 

The period of time in a child’s life to age 5 is the “investment phase” of child development according to 

Dr. Clyde Hertzman, a well known Canadian researcher.  During these years, adults who invest time and 

energy in children can promote healthier brain development.  Children need adults who are warm, loving 

and responsive to their needs.  Children need adults who establish routines that enable them to play and 

explore safely.  And children need adults to use behaviour management as an opportunity to teach rather 

than to punish.  We can all make an important investment in our future by giving our time and attention 

to our children today!     

                      From  The First Years Last Forever – Canadian Institute of Child Health 



 



Student Work in the halls of Walter Scott P.S. 



 



 



 









 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

   1 

 

 

2 

3 
 

 

4  
Grade 7 & 8 

 Summer School 

Applications due 

 

School  Council 
7 p.m. 

5 

 

6 
 

 

 

7 8 

 

 

9 

 

10    Daylight  

    Savings Time 

 “Spring Ahead” 

      1 hour 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

March 

Break 

 

12 

 

 

March 

Break 

13 

 

 

March 

Break 

  

14 

 

 

March 

Break 

 

15 

 

 

March 

Break 

 

16 

17 

St. Patrick’s 

Day  

18 

 

19 

 

Gr. 7 Hep B and 

Gr.8 Girls HPV 

shots 

 

 

20 

 

First Day of 

Spring  

21 

 

Grade 6 V.I.P. 

22 

 

23 

 

Earth Hour 

8:30 p.m.  

24 

 

25 

 

K-Gr. 3 

Character 

Assembly 

1:20 p.m. 

26 

Lice Checks 

 

Pesach 

 

27      

 

Gr. 4-8 

Character 

Assembly 

1:20 p.m. 

 

28 

 

Grade 6 V.I.P. 

 

 

29 

 

Good Friday 

 

(No School) 

30 

31 

 

Easter Sunday 

 

 

 

     

March  2013  

Walter  Scot t  Publ ic  School  

(905)  884-2693 

http://images.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=in+like+a+lamb+out+like+a+lion&source=images&cd=&docid=tjFZoTiEtEdiUM&tbnid=2y6pH37Wg2KOhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fatoeinthewateruk.blogspot.com%2F2012%2F02%2Fin-like-lion-out-like-lamb.html&ei=Z3QqUaDQJM6p
http://images.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=shamrock&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=zzK8IBhI3XC3KM&tbnid=B69lKnG15mX0VM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpal.com%2Fclipart_pd%2Fholiday%2Fstpatrick%2Fshamrock1.html&ei=3gsuUYWgOpSo8gT66YGwBw&bvm=bv.4
http://images.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=earth+day+2013&source=images&cd=&docid=Al-DjvcFU8kkHM&tbnid=tF6k4NKatWZ2QM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwetlandscenter.fhsu.edu%2F%3Fattachment_id%3D2595&ei=MjIuUeDwDqeZyAGhyIDgBA&bvm=bv.42965579,d.aWc&psig=AFQj

